Hone Tuwhare- “To what extend do you agree that poetry’s themes are universal regardless of when or where they are written?”
In the poems “Rain” and “No Ordinary Sun”, written by the distinguished New Zealand poet Hone Tuwhare, the themes are universal and are displayed in paintings by the New Zealand painter Ralph Hotere, in which Tuwhare pays tribute to in the poem “Hotere”. In “Rain”, the language expresses the theme of a deeply personal response to the rain and that rain and other natural elements should be respected by human beings, in “No Ordinary Sun” the language helps to depict the theme of on the horrors of nuclear war and the destruction it brings to all life on earth and in the poem “Hotere”, Tuwhare honours the painter Ralph Hotere.
 
Firstly, Tuwhare’s poem “Rain” expresses the idea of rain being an intimate sensual being and the poet’s personal and spiritual response to the element of rain. The language within the first five stanzas of the poem creates a strong feeling of the sensory experience of rain. This spiritual appreciation and relationship with rain is demonstrated by the poet addressing it personally “I can hear you” and “would open to you”. The personification used portrays the intimate connection the poet has with the rain as he speaks to it as if it were a human and could converse. The rain does respond to him but through his senses rather than physically speaking, “by the lick of you” and “special smell of you”. These quotes demonstrate the idea that rain plays on all of his senses at once and that the sensuality of the relationship is almost innate as his pores “would open and close” without thought to the rain. The theme of the sensual relationship that the poet has with the rain is further explored in stanza six when the poet evaluates what would happen if he were to “not hear smell or feel or see” the rain hence representing the death of the poet. Here, it is revealed to the reader that as the poets body disperses into the soil upon his death that the element rain will continue to hold an eternal relationship with him as the rain will “wash over him”, as if the rain were baptising and cleansing   him and making him one with the earth and also one with his ancestors. This final stanza suggests the universal idea that the natural world is much more than simply an experience for humans, that nature will exist beyond all humans and therefore humans should treat the natural world with the same care and respect they have towards other human beings and their ancestors. 

Secondly, in contrast to “Rain”, “No Ordinary Sun” demonstrates the idea of nuclear explosion and the effects this will have.  Tuwhare wrote this poem after he returned home from Japan, where he went to help with the cleanup after America had dropped the nuclear bomb on Hiroshima. He was upset and disturbed by what he saw. Similarly to “Rain”, the tree is personified and becomes a living being which is addressed and spoken to. In Maori tradition, a tree is a human being with its own life force and spirit. Universally a tree is a symbol of life, nature and mankind. The words “the monstrous sun”, “radiant sun” and “bright enhaloed cloud” all create the image of the nuclear explosion.  The first line “tree let your arms fall” is an imperative and is the first instance of which the poet commands the tree not to fight, this line is repeated later in the poem, however the second time the trees arms are “naked” which shows that the tree has been stripped of life and is now vulnerable. The image produced is one of a dying tree which is ordered to stop battling the destruction. The lines “raise them not sharply in supplication” and “nor extend vain entreaties to the radiant ball” interconnect and tell the tree that it will suffer the effects of nuclear fallout despite its “resilience. Tuwahre compares the effects of a nuclear disaster to the situations the tree once had to face. He uses this comparison to emphasise to the reader the harsh effects nuclear fallout will have on nature. The tree could once “blunt” an axe or “smoother” a fire but the tree is told by the poet that there is no use begging for mercy as these things were little in comparison to what is happening and that the tree will not survive this “no ordinary sun”.  The repetition of “no”, “nor”, “not” throughout the poem reinforces the negative impact of the explosion and demonstrate that the power of nature is no match for the strength and destructiveness of this huge blast.  Tuwhare also links the tree to its importance to humans in using seemingly insignificant image of lovers shielding from the “monstrous sun” under the trees arms. He does this to develop the idea that the impact of a nuclear fallout is not only limited to the effects on nature, but on humans and the simple activities that they enjoy in nature to. The final stanza leaves the reader in no doubt that this poem is a protest and a lament. The primal sound expressed in the word “O” emphasises the poet’s profound grief at the loss of all life on earth with the words “shadowless”, “white” and “drab” which illustrate a nuclear winter. Tuwahre also uses biblical reference in this poem to evoke the sense of overwhelming doom “your end at last is written”. He seems to suggest that humans are wrong to take on the role of god in our scientific endeavours as it can bring about great suffering and tragedy. The tree which had previously helped mankind is now being destroyed by man. Through this poem Tuwhare warns people to think about the destructive effects of nuclear weapons, nuclear testing and nuclear power.
Finally, in the poem “Hotere”, Tuwhare pays tribute to the Maori painter and close friend Ralph Hotere who painted many Tuwhare’s poems therefore expressing visually the ideas within the poems. When Ralph Hotere moved to London, Tuwhare would often send him copies of poems prior to publication  including “No Ordinary Sun”, which he later painted in 1984 and Tuwhare’s poem  “Rain” which in 1979, he used to produce Three Banners with Poem, for the Hocken Library. He also designed the cover for Tuwhare’s second book “Come Rain Hail”, which is described in the poem “Hotere” as being “a superb orange circle on a purple thought base”. The elemental circle which Tuwhare describes has a variety of meanings in Hotere’s art such as a globe, mystical wholeness or a nuclear sun which is reflected in Tuwhare’s poem “ No Ordinary Sun”. It also reflects suffering as it is a large “O”, in which “O” sounds are frequently found in Tuwhare’s poetry such as in “No Ordinary Sun”, “O tree” which is used to emphasise the suffering of the tree.  “Hotere” consists of colloquial language which makes the poem appear conversational and shows that the two had a close friendly relationship. Throughout the poem, Tuwhare discusses some of Hotere artwork. “When you offer only three vertical lines precisely drawn and set into a dark pool o lacquer”. This describes  Hotere’s famous “Black Paintings” which include compositions comprising of finely drawn lines in enamel laquer on board. Hotere’s use of black, a colour associated with spiritually, death is a major characteristic of his work and is often used to make the viewer think deeply amount the meaning of the paining rather than the idea being obvious. The poem“Hotere” can be seen by the reader as Tuwhare’s response to Ralph Hotere’s work. Tuwhare is being made speechless, “ Like I have to think about it, man” in which he is honours the achievement of Ralph Hotere as his artworks  are so powerful and  displayed visually the ideas in his poetry that he is “eclipsed” and overwhelmed  that words simply fail him. 

Both of Hone Tuwhare’s poems “Rain” and “No Ordinary Sun” convey important themes such as the idea that nature should be treated with respect and the disastrous effects of nuclear fallout. Both these poems have been Illustrated by the painter Ralph Hotere , in which Tuwhare pays tribute to in his poem “Hotere”. The themes in Tuwhare’s poetry are therefore universal and still prominent in today’s society and therefore shall remain timeless. 

�I’m not sure that your interpretation of universal totally works. The question is asking you to discuss how the themes are timeless – still relevant no matter when they are written. That doesn’t really come through in your introduction.


�Good. This is a clear link to the question. I think you need to establish the relevance of your content earlier. One line at the beginning of the paragraph would have helped. Otherwise you are halfway through the essay before you have acknowledged the essay topic.


�Hotere almost doesn’t fit the question as well. You needed to go wider to the effect of art.


�You have the basis for a good essay because you know the poems well. Where you refer to the question, you show strength. However, overall there is not enough focus on the essay question in this essay.





